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Finished by her owner, Status Quo reflects his
understanding of the finer points of yachting.

When Don Davis was preparing to take his
new 138-foot tri-deck motor yacht, Status Quo, on her maiden
voyage from Vancouver, Canada, to the East Coast, he was still
short a hand. The crew lacked a chef. “I said I’d cook,” Davis
said, “and we were on our way.” It was-
n’t a stretch for Davis. The owner of 14
restaurants in Texas, Louisiana, Florida
and the Abacos, he knows his way
around a set of pots and pans.

“The trip took us about five weeks,”
he said. “We stopped in Cabo San
Lucas, Acapulco and Costa Rica.” The
3,800-mile passage was more than a shakedown for the 21-knot
yacht and her twin 2,250-hp Caterpillar engines. It also was a
chance for Davis to get to know his boat, which had started out
as a Sovereign yacht and launched with a Richmond nameplate.

The build contract with Sovereign Yachts in Richmond,
British Columbia, gave Davis the right to take over the boat if the
shipyard became insolvent. Status Quo was half completed
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Status Quo shows off her practical, davit-equipped foredeck garage, top.

The spacious aft bridge-deck lounge, above, is completely covered by the

upper deck, so even the aft settee is out of the rain.

RICHMOND 138

LOA: 138' (42.06m)

LWL: 121' (36.88m)

Beam: 28' (8.53m)

Draft: 7' (2.13m)

Displ.: 132 tons (light) 

Power: 2x 2,250-hp Cat

Top speed: 21 knots

Range: 3,100 nm @ 12 knots
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when he was forced to exercise the option. Ulti-
mately, he bought the yard’s infrastructure, leased
the space and, as Richmond Yachts, finished the
job. The yard is currently continuing the build of a
spec 142-footer due to launch later this year.

Davis brought a wealth of experience to the proj-
ect. Over the years, he has owned what amounts to a
virtual navy: 50- and 60-foot Sea Rays, a Defever
trawler, a few Contenders and three Browards. “Four,
if you count the 110-footer I owned twice,” he said.
His acquired knowledge of boats and his apprecia-
tion for the yachting lifestyle culminated in Status
Quo, whose layout is filled with fine details that make
her comfortable and appealing, even in a seaway.

Inviting spaces abound. Some, like the main salon
and the large aft deck with drop-down, 15-inch LCD
screens, are expected; others are serendipitous. The
wheelhouse is as much a social space as it is function-
al. A settee upholstered in Italian leather seats six
around a custom teak table. The full-width console
contains a glass bridge with 20-inch screens and con-
trols for an eight-camera, closed-circuit TV system.
(The powerful, masthead-mounted camera can read a
license plate at more than half a mile.) Two Stidd cap-
tain’s chairs, a navigation desk and separate chart flat
and drawers complete the business portion. Davis,
who stood a few watches during the trip, said,  “It’s a
neat place to go hang out in the middle of the night.” 

On the way to Panama, when the weather closed
in and waves began crashing on the bow, making the
forward main-deck master stateroom uncomfortable,
Davis abandoned it in favor of the queen VIP cabin
aft of the wheelhouse. Adjacent to it is the skylounge,
which is equipped with a 42-inch plasma screen, a
34-inch LCD TV and, like the salon below, a gran-
ite-topped bar. A sliding door closes off the wheel-
house, effectively turning the skylounge and VIP
stateroom into one sumptuous, private master suite.

Sapele mahogany woodwork offset with pomele
sets a traditional tone throughout Status Quo. On the
lower deck, each of the yacht’s four guest staterooms
features an ensuite bath with whirlpool tub, an enter-
tainment system and a cedar-lined hanging locker.
The cabins are located off an amidships foyer that
holds a refreshment center with Sub-Zero refrigera-
tor and icemaker. 

The galley is another comfortable gathering spot.
Its entrance off the main foyer makes it convenient to
the master suite forward and to the large, custom-
built Sub-Zero wine cooler. An electric door from the
dining room also leads to the galley through a prac-
tical butler’s pantry. An entertainment system with a
fold-down LCD TV, DVD, CD and radio entertains
the chef. The cherry sole contrasts with the silver-
enameled cabinets and granite countertops. The crew
quarters, below, also are accessed through the galley.
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Status Quo’s “hidden agenda” can be found throughout the yacht. Concealed, elec-
trically operated wing stations pop out from the cabin sides just outside the wheel-
house doors. Originally, the flybridge’s instrument panel was visible from the dock.
“It didn’t look good; it was sticking up,” Davis said. He replaced it with a panel that
recedes into the console and can be pressed into service at the push of a button. On
the foredeck, the clamshell coach roof opens to reveal storage for a 14-foot tender,
two Jet Skis and a 2,500-pound telescoping davit.

StatusQuo’s flybridge is aptly known as the “resort deck.” Here again, Davis’
enjoyment and understanding of the yachting lifestyle is evident. The wet bar, with
refrigerator, icemaker and Jenn-Air grill, is strategically located between the heated
Jacuzzi and five custom-built lounge chairs in the sun-splashed area aft. Forward,
large settees served by teak tables are shaded by a hard bimini equipped with an elec-
tric sunroof and a drop-down 42-inch plasma screen that faces the Jacuzzi. The
remote-controlled screen can display all the yacht’s monitoring screens, navigation
and radar information as well as entertainment programs with full surround sound. 

In Status Quo, Davis intuitively has created an inviting yacht that works on all lev-
els – especially its uppermost, which has inspired an even livelier resort deck on the
new 142-foot Richmond. ��
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Note how the soffitted overheads define the main salon’s dining and lounging spaces, top. The movable

furniture in both the main and upper salons, opposite, produces an inviting asymmetry. The gourmet gal-

ley’s entertainment system and port-side views make it a comfortable and inspiring space for the chef. 


